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GOALS OF THE A+ SCHOOLS PROGRAM

● All students will graduate from high school.

● All students will complete a selection of high school studies that is challenging and has
identified learning expectations.

● All students will proceed from high school graduation to college, post-secondary
vocational/technical school, or a high-wage job with workplace skill development
opportunities.

Established by the Outstanding Schools Act of 1993, the A+ Schools Program is a school
improvement initiative that seeks to raise academic standards in Missouri’s high schools. The
purpose of this manual is to provide students, parents, faculty, and staff with the guidelines and
policies of the A+ Schools Program.

Involvement in the A+ Schools Program is initiated locally and is voluntary. At our high schools,
efforts are focused on ensuring that all students are provided a rigorous academic and technical
education that prepares them for college, post-secondary vocational/technical training, or the
workplace. In most cases, a school spends three years working to meet the requirements
established for all A+ Schools. The State Board of Education gives the final approval for A+
status if a school meets all of the program requirements. Students graduating from a designated
high school may qualify for the student financial incentives associated with the A+ Schools
Program. The incentives are determined by the Missouri General Assembly and may be used at
any public community college or public vocational/technical school in Missouri or private or
technical school that is a member of the North Central Association, is accredited by the Higher
Learning Commission as of July 1, 2008, and maintains such accreditation.*

Many aspects of the law creating the A+ Schools Program require high schools to establish
guidelines and policies. St. Dominic’s guidelines within this manual have met the policy
requirements of the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education. It is the responsibility
of St. Dominic High School to follow these policies to ensure continued A+ School designation.
It is the responsibility of students and parents to read this manual carefully in order to understand
all the guidelines and policies, and it is the responsibility of St. Dominic High School to
administer the A+ Schools Program in a fair and consistent manner.

Any questions about this manual or the A+ Schools Program should be directed to the A+
Schools coordinators at our schools. This manual reflects the current policies of St. Dominic
High School.

All reimbursements are dependent upon our high school’s continued designation as an A+
School and the availability of state appropriations from the Missouri General Assembly.
Reimbursement is not the funding responsibility of the St. Dominic High School.



STUDENT FINANCIAL INCENTIVES

A+ qualified high school graduates may be eligible to receive state-paid assistance for their
postsecondary education.

The A+ Schools Program’s financial incentives for post-secondary education are
determined by the Missouri General Assembly and are available for any public community
college or public vocational/technical school in Missouri or private vocational or technical
school that is a member of the North Central Association and is accredited by the Higher
Learning Commission as of July 1, 2008, and maintains such accreditation.

● The financial incentives of the A+ Schools Program will be available only after the
student has been certified by the A+ Schools Coordinator as an eligible A+ Student.

● The financial incentives will only be made available to reimburse the unpaid balance of
college expenses covered by the Missouri General Assembly after available federal
postsecondary student financial assistance funds have been applied to these costs.

● The financial incentives of the A+ Schools Program are dependent upon the
availability of state funds.

● Benefits are subject to yearly approval by the Missouri General Assembly. Currently, A+
eligible students may incur some cost for their post-secondary education. Talk to the A+
Coordinator if you have questions concerning benefits.

● Students have a maximum of forty-eight (48) months from high school graduation during
which A+ benefits may be accessed at a Missouri General Assembly approved institution.

● Upon enrollment in an A+ community college or vocational/technical school, the A+
student should immediately inform the college A+ contact person (generally a financial
aid officer) that he/she is an A+ student. A list of A+ contact people can be found at
http://dese.mo.gov/divimprove/aplus/index.html.

● In order to maintain their eligibility, students enrolled at a post-secondary institution must
attend that institution full-time, maintain a grade point average of 2.5 or higher on a 4.0
scale, and make a documented effort to secure federal post-secondary student financial
assistance each year.

● To qualify for tuition incentives for courses taken during summer semesters, students
must be enrolled in the same institution during the regular school year. (Students may
NOT be enrolled at a four-year university during the school year and then return to a
community college to take summer classes.)



STUDENT ELIGIBILITY

Graduates of A+ Schools become eligible for the financial incentives of the A+ Schools Program
upon successful completion of the program requirements and certification by the A+ Schools
Coordinator. Program requirements include:

Program Agreement

❖ Sign an agreement expressing intent to participate in the A+ Schools Program.
➢ An A+ Schools Program Agreement must be completed with all the

appropriate signatures and returned to the A+ Schools office.
➢ Students may sign the A+ Schools Program Agreement at any time prior

to the second Wednesday of September of their senior year, but early
enrollment is encouraged.

➢ Records dating back to the beginning of a student’s freshman year are used
to determine successful completion of the A+ Schools Program
requirements.

Enrollment

❖ Attend an A+ designated school for three consecutive years immediately prior to
high school graduation.
➢ Students wishing to benefit from the financial incentives of the A+

Schools Program must attend an A+ school, for a minimum of four (4)
hours a day, for three consecutive years immediately prior to graduation.
(Students may transfer to or from another designated A+ school and retain
their eligibility.)

➢ Students must earn six (6) semesters of credit from an A+ designated
school during their last three years of high school.

➢ If a student withdraws or transfers from an A+ School to a non-designated
school after the beginning of his/her sophomore year, the student may
NOT be eligible for the financial incentives of the A+ Schools Program.
Re-enrollment may NOT reactivate eligibility.

➢ Seniors must enroll in the A+ Program no later than the second
Wednesday of September.

➢ Students who graduate after first semester of the senior year may qualify
for A+ benefits. (Students who are planning to graduate early need to
work closely with the A+ Office to ensure all requirements are met prior
to finishing first semester.)

Grade Point Average

❖ Graduate from high school with a grade point average of 2.5 or higher on a 4.0
scale.
➢ The grade point average represents the student’s cumulative GPA and

includes the freshman through senior years.  Participating students must



graduate with a grade point average of 2.5 or higher on a 4.0
(non-weighted) scale. Weighted courses (5.0 scale) will be adjusted when
determining the GPA for A+ Schools eligibility. Only the non-weighted
GPA will be used to determine A+ eligibility.

➢ Records maintained using the My School App administrative program will
serve as documentation that the grade point average requirement has been
met.

➢ The GPA will NOT be rounded up: e.g., 2.49 will NOT be translated to
2.5.

➢ Parents/guardians and students will be provided information on the
student’s grade point average each semester on the student’s report card.

Assessment Requirement

❖ The following math assessments meet state assessment requirements:
➢ ACT math sub-score according to sliding scale:

ACT MATH
SCORE HIGH SCHOOL GPA

17 or higher and 2.5

16 and 2.8

15 and 3

➢ Students who do not meet one of the above requirements, but have met all
other A+ criteria, may enroll at an A+ eligible postsecondary institution
under A+ probationary status. Once the student successfully completes
one semester at a postsecondary institution with a 2.5 GPA, the student
may qualify for A+ benefits.

Attendance

❖ Maintain a four-year attendance record of 95 percent or higher.
➢ Students must maintain a 95 percent or better attendance record for the

freshman through senior years in order to meet the attendance requirement
of the A+ Schools Program.

➢ Attendance will NOT be rounded up: e.g., 94.9 percent will NOT be
translated to 95 percent.

➢ The attendance office will keep the official attendance record for each
student enrolled in our school.

➢ All students participating in the A+ Schools Program will have their
attendance records reported to the A+ Schools office each semester.

➢ Parents/guardians and students will be provided information on the
student’s attendance each grading period on the student’s report card.

➢ Parents/guardians or students may file an attendance appeal if a student’s
attendance record is such that it may (or does) lead to disqualification



from the A+ Schools Program and the attendance issue is tied to a
MAJOR illness, injury, or personal catastrophe. Appeals for an illness or
injury require a doctor’s note for each incident of illness or injury.
(Vacations taken during the school year, as well as on-going routine
doctor, dentist, and orthodontist appointments are NOT appealable since
they do not fall under the category of major illness, injury or catastrophe.)

➢ The guidelines for an attendance appeal will be as follows:
■ Submission of proper documentation and an Attendance Appeal

Form are required to be submitted to the A+ Schools Office.
■ The A+ Attendance Appeals Committee will meet to determine if

an attendance waiver will be granted. The committee will be
composed of the following:  Guidance Counselor  Assistant
Principal  Teacher  A+ Coordinator (facilitator/non-voting
member)

■ Parents/guardians and students making attendance appeals will be
notified in writing of the committee’s decision.

■ Further appeals must be made in writing first to the President of St.
Dominic High School.

■ Copies of all the forms and communications associated with an
appeal will be placed in the student’s file.

Tutoring/Mentoring

❖ Graduate with fifty (50) documented hours of unpaid tutoring/mentoring of
students in an approved setting. Students can supplement 12.5 hours of the total
50 hour requirement through a Job Shadowing experience.
➢ Prior to participating in the tutoring component of the A+ Schools

Program, a student must:
■ Earn seven (7) units of credit and demonstrate academic progress

by earning a GPA of 2.5 or higher during the previous semester or
a cumulative GPA of 2.5 or higher.

■ Sign and have on file the A+ Schools Program Agreement and the
A+ Schools Program Citizenship Guidelines.

■ Demonstrate the traits of “good citizenship.”
➢ Sign and submit the A+ Tutoring/Mentoring Agreement in which the

student agrees to accept the following responsibilities:
■ Obtain approval for tutoring/mentoring assignments through the

A+ Schools office.
■ Attend the required training session. Provide fifty (50) hours of

unpaid tutoring/mentoring in approved settings.
■ Arrive promptly and attend regularly.
■ Work with a positive attitude and willingly assume tasks.
■ Treat all supervising administrators, teachers, and students with

respect.



■ Be sensitive to the needs of all students and respect the principle of
confidentiality.

■ Wear clothing appropriate to the activity.
■ Follow the guidelines presented at tutor training sessions and the

schools’s disciplinary guidelines.
➢ All tutoring/mentoring activities will be:

■ Unpaid.
■ Academic in nature.
■ Supervised and verified by a teacher, principal, or counselor. (Only

those activities that have been verified with a timesheet signed by
the tutoring supervisor will be counted toward the fifty-hour
requirement.)

■ A student may NOT tutor/mentor until he/she has attended the
required training session.

➢ A student may NOT tutor/mentor until he/she has attended the required
training session.

➢ Tutor/mentor training sessions will be offered at various times throughout
the school year.

➢ Only trained tutors/mentors will be called for special events.
➢ All tutoring/mentoring hours must be documented with a time sheet.

These time sheets are available in the A+ Schools Office and it is the
responsibility of the tutor/mentor to submit them to the A+ Office in a
timely manner.

➢ Only those tutoring/mentoring experiences completed AFTER
enrollment in the A+ Program may be submitted to the A+ Office.
(Begining with ℅ 2025)

➢ All tutoring/mentoring must be completed prior to May 1 of the
graduation year.

➢ A student’s documentation and/or tutoring/mentoring hours may be
audited at any time.

❖ Job Shadowing Experience – Supplements up to 12.5 hours toward 50 hours
of required tutoring/mentoring, approval through college guidance office.
➢ Job shadowing may be done beginning sophomore year
➢ Job shadowing is an opportunity to see first-hand what goes on in

the workplace
➢ Students have the opportunity to explore a variety of careers
➢ Job shadowing is a non-paid observation in a real situation
➢ Students interested in Job Shadowing should see their A+

Coordinator to request a Job Shadowing Packet that must be
completed prior to any job shadowing experience being assigned for
A+ hours.



Citizenship
❖ Maintain a record of good citizenship and avoid the unlawful use of drugs and

alcohol.
➢ Students participating in the A+ Schools Program must maintain a

record of “good citizenship” to qualify for post-secondary financial
assistance.

➢ During the second semester of an A+ student’s senior year, the
appropriate principal will complete the Citizenship Eligibility Report
and indicate on the form whether or not the student has maintained
“good citizenship.”

➢ Citizenship violations will result in the following:
■ A+ Probation:

● Any student who receives an out-of-school suspension
during his/her high school career will be placed on
probation for a full school year (175 days) following the
incident. If the student commits no more offenses
resulting in out-of-school suspension within the 175 days
or if the student graduates, the student will regain good
standing in the A+ Program as long as he/she does not
incur five (5) or more days of out-of-school suspension
for the remainder of his/her high school career. Due to
timeline considerations for seniors, The A+ Coordinator
and/or Building Principal have the authority on a
case-by-case basis to allow students placed on probation
to complete tutoring hours required for program
completion.

■ Immediate Disqualification from the A+ Program:
● Any student who receives additional days or

out-of-school suspension while on probation for previous
out-of-school suspension will be automatically
disqualified from the A+ Schools Program. An appeal
process is available for these students.

● Suspension(s) resulting in a five (5) day or accumulation
of five (5) or more days automatically disqualifies a
student from the A+ Program. An appeal process is
available for these students.

➢ The following offenses will result in immediate disqualification from
the A+ Schools Program:

■ Possession, use, sale or transfer of alcohol, drugs, narcotics, or
any substance represented to be such

■ Possession of drug paraphernalia
■ Assault
■ False fire alarm/bomb threats and misuse of emergency

equipment
■ Criminal activity as defined by the Safe Schools Act:

● First and second degree murder
● Kidnapping o First and second degree assault
● Forcible rape and sodomy
● First and second degree burglary



● Robbery
● Distribution of drugs
● First degree arson
● Voluntary/involuntary manslaughter
● Sexual assault
● Felonious restraint
● Property damage
● Possession of a weapon (under weapon provisions of

Chapter 571 Missouri Revised Statutes)
● Child molestation
● Deviate sexual assault
● Sexual misconduct involving a child
● Sexual abuse

➢ Should violations occur, the A+ Schools Office will notify parents of
student’s disqualification from the A+ Schools Program.

➢ Disciplinary decisions regarding a student’s record of “good
citizenship” may be appealed using the following process:

■ Anyone making an appeal should use the A+ Appeal of
Citizenship Form available from the A+ Schools Coordinator.

■ The basis of the appeal must be submitted in writing through the
office of the A+ Schools Coordinator. The student/parents may
also choose to address the A+ Citizenship Appeals Committee
in person.

■ Upon receiving a written appeal, the A+ Schools Coordinator
will convene the A+ Citizenship Appeals Committee, within 30
working days, composed of the following members: Guidance
Counselor,  Disciplining Principal,  Teacher,  Administrator, A+
Coordinator (The A+ Coordinator will act as facilitator and a
nonvoting member unless the decision results in a tie vote.)

■ The decision of the A+ Citizenship Appeals Committee will be
delivered in writing within 10 working days. Due to timeline
considerations for seniors, The A+ Citizenship Appeals
Committee has the authority on a case-by-case basis to allow
students placed on probation to complete tutoring hours required
for program completion.

■ Further appeals must be made in writing first to the President of
St. Dominic High School.

■ Copies of all the forms and communications associated with an
appeal will be placed in the student’s file.

Selective Service
❖ Effective August 28, 1999, all individuals required to register with the Selective

Service must do so to be eligible for state-supported scholarships, programs for
financial assistance for post-secondary education or loans insured by any state
agency.



Post-Secondary Financial Aid
❖ Make a good faith effort to secure all available post-secondary student

financial assistance funds that do not require repayment.
➢ Post-secondary institutions require  students to complete a Free

Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) Opens in October
each year.

■ Parents are encouraged to apply as soon as possible after
October 1 of the student’s senior year.

➢ A+ financial incentives will only be awarded to reimburse the
unpaid balance of college expenses approved by the Missouri
General Assembly after available federal funds that do not require
repayment have been applied.

➢ If a student plans to attend summer school at a community college
immediately after high school graduation, he/she should notify the
A+ Schools Coordinator before November 1 of his/her senior year.
He/she may need to submit two applications for federal student
aid--one for each of two calendar years.



Suggested Timeline

A student may sign up for the A+ Schools Program at any time between grades nine and
eleven. Twelfth grade students must enroll no later than the second Wednesday of
September of the senior year due to the need to complete the fifty (50) required hours of
tutoring. In all cases, however, early enrollment is encouraged since attendance, grade
point average, and discipline records dating back to the first day of the freshman year are
used to help determine successful completion of the A+ Schools Program requirements.
A suggested timeline for involvement in the A+ Schools Program is as follows:

Freshman Year:
● Sign A+ Schools Program Agreement
● Sign A+ Schools Program Citizenship Guidelines
● Sign A+ Tutoring Agreement
● Maintain GPA, attendance, and citizenship requirements
●

Sophomore Year:
● Submit A+ Tutoring Placement Request and Approval
● Attend required training session
● Begin tutoring hours
● Maintain GPA, attendance, and citizenship requirements
● Begin job shadowing, if interested

Junior Year:
● Update A+ Tutoring Placement Request and Approval
● Continue tutoring hours
● Maintain GPA, attendance, and citizenship requirements

Senior Year:
● 1 st Semester

○ Update A+ Tutoring Placement Request and Approval
○ Complete tutoring hours
○ See A+ Coordinator if you intend to go into summer school

immediately upon graduation
○ Maintain GPA, attendance, and citizenship requirements
○ Submit the Free Application for Federal Student Aid

(FAFSA)
● 2 nd Semester

○ Maintain GPA, attendance, and citizenship requirements
○ Submit Social Security Number to A+ office  ** A Social

Security Number is required by the State of Missouri for
processing A+ Applications.

○ Upon their eighteenth (18th) birthday, males must register for
the Selective Service
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